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“Whoever welcomes one such child in my 
name welcomes me” 

(Mark 9:37 NRSV). 

 “If any of you put a stumbling block 
before one of these little ones…it would 

be better for you if a great millstone were 
fastened around your neck and you were 

drowned in the depth of the sea” 
(Matthew 18:6 NRSV).

The goal is to write a policy that protects 
children, youth, and vulnerable adults, and to 
create an implementation plan that includes a 

process for screening, training, resourcing, and 
accountability.

This policy will serve as the minimum  
requirement for all conference, 

district, and local church ministry. Local 
churches, districts, and conference 

ministries will be expected to meet the policy 
requirements and then to add any additional

 language that is needed for their own 
purpose and contexts. 

This is the work God calls us to- to surround all 
of God’s children with love, keeping them safe 

as they grow in God’s grace and love.

Visit riotexas.org/safe for more 
information, and to view the policy in it’s 

entireity.
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We recognize that every context for 
ministry is unique and that a policy 
cannot contain all that is needed for safe 
and fruitful ministry. 

Therefore, the Safety Policy Task Force 
is working diligently to create a best 
practices website where you can go to 
learn more about how you can live into 
this policy in your ministry context. 

We will also be here to journey with you 
every step of the way- offering resources, 
trainings, and support as we do this hard 
and holy work together.



If you are familiar with the previous policies held by the Rio Grande and the Southwest Texas 
Conferences then you will recognize some of the Rio Texas policy mandates:

-Background checks will still be required every two years for anyone who is in ministry with children, youth, and   
vulnerable adults. This policy clarifies the language- requiring this screening for clergy, laity, staff, and volunteers.
-Adult to children ratio: there will still need to be 2 unrelated, background checked, and trained adults in every   
room where there are children, youth, and/or vulnerable adults.
-Supervising adults must be at least five years older than the children and youth in their care. 
-Co-ed overnight activities will require co-ed Adult leaders
-All persons must be trained in the policy, abuse prevention, and abuse reporting every year. 

New language that you might discover in this policy includes:
-Clearer language in regards to overnight ministry and travel expectations
-New language concerning photo, video, and online communication
-A new process for training, certification, and accountability. Local church, districts, and the conference office will 
work together to ensure that all persons in ministry with the vulnerable are screened, trained, and have the  
resources they need to engage in safe, effective, and fruitful ministry. 

Together we can continue to keep children, youth, and vulnerable adults 
safe within the Rio Texas Conference. 

As we claim in our baptismal covenant: With God’s help we will proclaim 
the good news and live according to the example of Christ. We will 

surround all persons with a community of love and forgiveness, that they 
may grow in their trust of God, and be found faithful in their service to oth-
ers. We will pray for them, that they may be true disciples who walk in the 

way that leads to life. 

We are looking forward to working with you as you 
live into this policy. Four informational webinars will 
be held via “Zoom” in May for people who want to 
hear more about the policy and have questions as 
we move towards annual conference:

Monday, May 8th @ 7:00pm 
Wednesday, May 10th @11:00am
Monday, May 15th @ 7:00pm 
Wednesday, May 17th @11:00am

Visit riotexas.org/safe for more information and to register 
for one of these informational webinar sessions.

The Safety Policy Task Force worked diligently for 4 
months reviewing policies, seeking council 

from experts, and creating the policy that is now in the 
pre-conference journal. The policy has been reviewed by 

our conference chancellor and approved 
by the Uniting Table. 
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