
Safe Sanctuary Trials and Training 

Grumbling. Anyone who has every pastored a church, headed a committee, or been in any way 

involved in a leadership position is familiar with it.  It usually occurs when a change is on the 

horizon.  I should fess up now that I was one of the grumblers last spring when I received the 

purposed new Safe Sanctuary Training for the Rio Texas Conference of the United Methodist 

Church. At first glance it seemed way over the top, especially for small churches.  Our little 

church already required that everyone who worded with Youth and Vulnerable Adults to be 

certified under the current policy, along with having CPR and AED training (we are one of two 

locations in town that has an AED).  We already required two adults per classroom. But not 

married or related, come on, we are a small town. Everyone is related!  When Rev. Dr. Tanya 

Campen spoke at Annual Conference, well, I was still not sold.  However, after Annual 

Conference, and being a connectional pastor in the United Methodist Church, I decided that I 

was going to make the best of what seemed a tough situation.  I traveled to an early morning 

meeting with Dr. Campen at the conference office and was pleasantly surprised at her 

willingness to listen to my concerns, and offer ideas and suggestions.  I went back to my 

churches energized, and began the task of selling the program to my members. 

Resistance, you bet!  My teachers grumbled because they already had completed extensive 

background checks at the school.  In regards to a special certification to drive; “the school 

allows me to drive a school bus full of kids without another adult on board”.  My existing 

volunteers could not understand what was wrong with the “old policy”.  However, using Dr. 

Campen’s statics of the number of kids and vulnerable adults that are abused every year (hour, 

minute), and the high risk of this abuse from those who know the individual, I slowly convinced 

them of the soundness of the new policy.  However, the real kicker came when other members 

of the community began to hear about what we were doing, and compared it to their churches 

policies, commenting to our members how lucky they were to be part of a proactive, rather 

than a reactive denomination (the same thing happened after we formed our “Safety Team” 

after the tragic events of last fall).  We even began to notice a few visiting “families”, not 

comfortable with their former church homes response to the realities of today’s society. 

As of this date, we have had all of our current, and a few new volunteers certified or going 

through the training.  I am proud of our little church, and the United Methodist Church for 

working to provide a safe place for the future.  If you have any questions on how to work with 

your volunteers to get them “on board”, feel free to contact me at 325-340-2080. 
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