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Dear Friends, 

Greetings in the name of Christ! I am writing to you about the coming Rio Texas Conference 

Clergy Convocation scheduled for February 22-23 at Mt. Wesley Retreat Center. It is a joy for both 

Bishop Martinez and me to share with you in that time of learning. I want to strongly encourage your 

attendance at this important gathering. 

Together as the Rio Texas Conference we need to continue the kingdom building work of our 

Lord that you have already begun. As the Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Philippi, “I’m sure 

about this: the one [the Lord Jesus Christ] who started a good work in you will stay with you to 

complete the job by the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:6). As in the past, we will begin 

registration at 11:00 am on Monday and conclude with Bishop Martinez and I celebrating 

communion with you late Tuesday morning. 

I am excited about the two guest speakers for this year’s Clergy Convocation. Dr. Kevin M. 

Watson, Professor of Wesleyan and Methodist Studies at Candler School of Theology, has done 

marvelous work on helping us reclaim the importance of the class meeting. If you are a reader, I 

commend in advance his book, “The Class Meeting: Reclaiming the Forgotten (and Essential) Small 

Group Experience.” It is outstanding! 

Additionally, Dr. Albert D. Mosely is President of Gammon School of Theology. I had the 

privilege of meeting with Dr. Mosely a couple of years ago when I was visiting seminaries. He is a 

vibrant and creative leader. It is worth noting that Dr. Mosely is the recipient of the Distinguished 

Preaching Award given by Duke Divinity School. I believe we will be richly blessed by his 

preaching and leadership! 

Together we will share in worship, fellowship, inspiration and education. The Orders and 

Fellowship will also meet during our time together. Additionally, Bishop Martinez and I hope to have 

the opportunity to visit with you on a personal basis and share together in a brief presentation and 

time of Q & A. I ask that you join with us in prayer for the new Rio Texas Conference, especially for 

this event that we might find our time together a blessing in the Lord. 
I look forward to visiting with you February 22-23 at Mt. Wesley. 

Yours in Christ, 

Bishop Mike Lowry 

Central Texas Conference 

Member of the Episcopal Supervisory Team, Rio Texas Conference 

CC: Bishop Joel Martinez 


