
COVID-19 Resources from the 
Lewis Center for Church Leadership         
 
Since 2004 the Lewis Center for Church Leadership has helped pastors (and congregations) make successful 
transitions when there is a change of pastor. Through live training, research, and electronic resources, hundreds 
have benefitted from what has become a standard resource for clergy of all denominations making a move — The 
Right Start: Beginning Ministry in a New Setting.  
   
The unusual circumstances of the COVID-19 crisis raise many questions about how to transition from one 
congregation to the next when many congregants are sheltering in place, many churches have suspended in-
person worship, and normal patterns of engagement and activities are disrupted. With the help of many pastoral 
leaders and judicatory officials, the Lewis Center has prepared a free resource, The Right Start: COVID-19 
Supplement, covering the unique implications COVID-19 in these areas:   
  
• Leaving Well  
• Parsonages, Offices, and Moving  
• Entering a New Congregation and Getting Acquainted  
• Preaching and Worship in the First Months  
• Congregational and Community Financial Stress  
 
To help congregations and pastors transition successfully in these challenging times: 

• The Lewis Center is offering the COVID-19 Supplement  free-of-charge 
at https://www.churchleadership.com/resources/the-right-start-beginning-ministry-in-a-new-setting-covid-
19-supplement/. 

• The Lewis Center is offering the downloadable version of its time-tested video resource The Right Start: 
Beginning Ministry in a New Setting — Pastor's Version for $25 for a limited time — a nearly 60 percent 
savings — at https://www.churchleadership.com/product/the-right-start-pastors-version-download/. 

The challenges today demand creativity and flexibility. We hope these ideas will help pastors and congregations 
meet the moment with hope and confidence. My prayers are with you and those going to new appointments 
during this challenging time. 
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