
 

 

 
Rio Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church 

2020 Lay Delegate General/Jurisdictional Conference Self-Nomination Form 
 

Name:  Douglas               Lance Lunsford                   
        First                           MI        Last 
 

Home Address:  308 Kissing Oak Dr.  llunsford@tha.org 
   Street    Email 
 Austin  TX  78748    
  City State  Zip 

Home Phone:         512/298-7371        Cell Phone:   512/298-7371      
 
Local Church Membership: Manchaca UMC  District:  Rio Texas  
Lay delegates to the General and Jurisdictional Conferences shall have been professing members of  
The United Methodist Church for at least two years next preceding their election, and shall have been 
active participants in The United Methodist Church for at least four years next preceding their election.  (¶36, Article V, The 2016 Book of 
Discipline)    
 

I wish to serve as a delegate to UMC General Conference (May 5-15, 2020 in Minneapolis, Minnesota) and UMC Jurisdictional Conference 
(July 13-16, 2020 in The Woodlands, Texas) because:   
 

- As a lifelong Methodist growing up at St. Paul United Methodist Church in Midland, Texas, in the 1980s, the church is where my family 
weathered the tumultuous times that came with an economic depression that set itself squarely on West Texas – with formative impact on 
my family. The church served us in many ways, and it became a touchpoint for my cultural and political philosophies as my parents 
navigated survival in tough times with the spiritual guidance of a talented pastoral leadership. 
 

- I fear that infrastructure not existing for those who might have the same needs I had at St. Paul’s as a youth. 
 

- The current needs of the parishioners of the United Methodist Church are diverse, and at times, those needs are beyond the scope of 
some of those who are representing our communities. While our representative bodies should be made up of informed, educated leaders, 
their individual opinions should not be the chief arbiters of the future of the church. Majorities and their voices are filling a vacuum left by 
church leaders who are doing less to lead and more to escape difficult conversations that will pave the way to more understanding of grace 
and the foundation of Methodist belief structure. 
 

- Today, a tone is required that helps us understand less of what dug-in absolutists believe as a justification of their own specialized 
interests and points-of-view. Instead, we need to see and hear more of what God intends for us through Jesus Christ and what it means to 
be part of the Methodist Church. I wish to serve in this capacity to pave a path that increases Biblical literacy. Helping to support UMC 
parishioners who deal with understanding God and living life on his Earth means supporting pastoral leaders who are more inclusive of all 
of God’s children as defined by the openness we have intended to present to the public as Methodists. 
 

- In this role, I wish to help identify a structural solution to drive a more intellectual exploration of the future of the Methodist Church that 
excludes the divisive voices who further drive potential members away from our congregations and their requisite commitment to the Grace 
granted only by God. 

 
Local Church Leadership (Past and Present):   
 

- Service Design Committee: 2015-2016 
 
Most recent District offices or organizations:   

- None 
Most recent Conference offices or organizations: 

- None 
How do you feel your current and previous church leadership responsibilities have prepared you to serve as a Lay Delegate? 
 

- Through organizational design and grassroots mobilization, my experience includes state and national initiatives on key public health 
issues that require an understanding of public policy and legislative affairs. 

- Those experiences include education, training and engagement of key leaders. 



 

 

- I additionally manage complex crisis communication issues involving matters of significant political polarization. 
 
Occupation/Profession/Employment Status:  
 
Conference delegates are expected to read thousands of pages of conference materials and attend numerous preparatory meetings. By 
submitting this form, you are agreeing that you will commit to fully participating in all meetings and that your current occupation/work will 
allow you the time to attend the conferences. 
Community involvement: 

- Austin Independent School District Advisory Board 

- Texas A&M Liberal Arts Advisory Council 

- Scouts BSA Troop 19 Assistant Scoutmaster 

- AISD Magnet School Advisory Committee 
How will your community involvement enhance your ability to serve as a lay delegate?   

- This experience has provided a deep understanding of the variety of points-of-view and needs of others and how to craft forums that elicit 
information from these groups. In addition, this exposure has outlined how policy can drive solutions and mitigate unintended 
consequences. 

 
I meet the membership qualifications and am willing and able to commit the time necessary to participate in General and/or Jurisdictional 
Conferences. 
 
 
              
         Please sign here 

Please be concise-one page only. Email: mmccandless@riotexas.org or mail by March 10, 2019 to: 
Rio Texas Annual Conference (Lay Delegate Application), 16400 Huebner, San Antonio, TX 78248 


