
Much of the state of Texas has suffered from the effects of Hurricane Harvey. News 
images have shown devastating losses in communities all along the Texas coast, 
Houston, and inland areas stretching all the way to Bastrop. In some areas, the 
rainfall and flooding continues.

As United Methodists, it is part of our calling to reach out to those who are suffering 
and in need. Our Disaster Response Team has already begun deploying Early 
Response Teams to communities in the Coastal Bend. They are equipped with flood 
buckets, hygiene kits, blankets, tools and equipment provided by your generosity. 

People are asking, “What can I do to help?” First, we solicit your prayers. Pray 
for those who grieve, who are disconnected from their families, and who face 
uncertainty.  Pray for first responders, community leaders, police, firefighters, EMT’s, 
troops, and others.  Pray for the thousands of volunteers who will descend upon the 
Coastal Bend to lend a hand in restoring these communities.

Second, financial generosity is vital when responding to this scale of need.  There will 
be a time and place for specific material donations, but our response teams need the 
immediate flexibility that financial gifts make possible to purchase needed supplies 
and materials.  Your generous gifts make a difference.

The dollars given to this fund will go directly to relief and recovery. With your 
donations, we will partner with The United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) to sustain this relief effort for the many months ahead. They will allow 
us to offer immediate relief and to partner with Volunteers in Mission (VIM) and 
UMCOR for long-term response.
 

Thank you for your desire to help, your willingness to serve, and for your generous 
response.  

Yours in Christ,

Robert Schnase, Bishop of The Rio Texas Conference 

                 riotexas.org/harvey
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learn more at
riotexas.org/harvey

How to Help

Volunteer
Go to riotexas.org/response for information on 
Early Response certification and deployment 
and other volunteer opportunities.

Give 
Through your church 
Rio Texas Conference Disaster Response Fund 
CONFERENCE ADVANCE #2057

Online
Give by credit or debit card at riotexas.org/give
(you will have the option to credit your church for your gift)

By Mail
Mail checks to Rio Texas Annual Conference, 16400 Huebner Road, San Antonio, 
Texas 78248.  Please note Advance #2057 in the memo line

Pray
Join us in prayer for victims who have lost loved 
ones, homes, possesions, and livelyhoods. Also 
pray for first responders, early responders, and 
volunteers
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