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Education Ministry

Local Pastor Licensing School 

- Christian Education Explained

• What is CE: 

- Rapid Fire- top 10

- There are a lot of different answers to this question.

- Passing on the tradition, sharing resources, and living the faith together.

- provides a context in which people engage life with the great traditions of faith, religious 
experiences, and the resources of cultures- Seymour, mapping, 11

- We seek to know what our lives mean in light of God and how we are called to 
participate in God’s grace, love, and hope in the midst of life. - Seymour, mapping, 11

• History of CE: 

- Old Testament:

• In the Old Testament, we hear about generations praising and worshiping God together 
in 3 different places:

- Tent: the place families gathered to share their faith stories.

- Temple: The temple housed the ark of the covenant and was a central place for 
people to gather, pray, and offer sacrifices to God. 

- Synagogue; Once the temple was destroyed and the Jews were dispersed they began 
to realize- we do not have to worship in our temple- God is with us here in this 
place. And so families and communities began to worship together in what are called 
synagogues in the new testament

- In the New Testament we hear of persons worshiping in house churches and small 
communities

- This is how the Christian faith was developed and past down. Before the printing press 
and a larger quantity of persons who can read early Jewish and Christian traditions relied 
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on oral tradition to tell the stories and experiential learning to model and practice the 
traditions.

- In the late 18th century education became an important part of many churches in Britain 
and eventually the US-  the goal- to increase literacy

- During this time education took place at

• home

• school

• church

- As state education developed we have seen this ecology, this model of learning shift and 
change. Today we rely on:

• Church

• Home

• Virtual platforms

- Today we will work together to uncover ways we can be intentional in each of our 
contexts of 

• Passing on the tradition

• sharing resources

• practicing the faith together as we experience God’s grace, love, and hope in the midst 
of life

- Pedagogy

• How we learn

- What we used to think

• banking pedagogy (1950’s learning model): If we say it to someone the information 
automatically goes into their brain and they then have the information. We call this the 
banking pedagogy because it is like depositing money in the bank- only we deposit 
information into someone’s brain

• Sponge pedagogy: We know that persons at a certain age can soak up lots of 
information- memorizing a wealth of facts and figures at an early age. The trouble 
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comes as they get older- do they have the skills they need to process, assess, and use 
the information they have been given. Is the information helpful to them as they 
navigate the chaos of life, or does it simply remain facts and figures that a person’s 
brain may or may not keep as we get older

- What we know now

• How the brain processes information

- Brain development theories show us how the brain makes connections choosing 
what information to store and what to get rid of. Most of the work of creating 
connections happens in the first 12 years of a child’s life. Once a person reaches 
adolescence the brain starts pruning- getting rid of information- so the question for 
us is- how do we ensure they will hold on to the information provided in their early 
years of faith formation?

• Experiential learning: We now know that the best way to learn is not simply by 
receiving information either as a bank or a sponge, but instead it is through experiential 
learning- using our 5 senses and multiple learning styles to learn information, make 
connections, process, and come to a new understanding

- Senses

• taste

• touch

• smell

• feel

• hear

- Multiple Intelligences: These provide eight different ways to teach in a way that all 
persons have an opportunity to grow and learn.

• words (linguistic intelligence)

• numbers or logic (logical-mathematical intelligence)

• pictures (spatial intelligence)

• music (musical intelligence)
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• self-reflection (intrapersonal intelligence)

• a physical experience (bodily-kinesthetic intelligence)

• a social experience (interpersonal intelligence), and/or

• an experience in the natural world. (naturalist intelligence)

- Activity: Take a bible verse and discuss as a group a way to teach it that meets these type of 
experiential learning expectations

- What we Teach: Scope and Sequence

• Important to recognize that all persons are growing and learning- making connections and 
determining what information to get rid of. As we get older the situation becomes more dire 
as we lose more synapses and have fewer connections and memories. This is where the time 
honored phrase comes from: Use it or lose it. Thus practicing the things we want our bodies 
and minds to remember is important. This is why Adult faith formation is so important. We 
are never done learning, growing, and experiencing God’s grace and love together.

• We are all pilgrims on a faith journey- we move through different stages as we grow and 
learn. This is not necessarily a linear path- put one with forward movement, twists, and 
turns- we feel close to God and other times we feel that God is silent. Our faith maturity 
develops in response to how we experience and respond to the world around us 

• Reference Stages of Faith- Fowler: For Fowler the goal is to reach the stage of 
actualization by which a person engages in spending and being spent for the 
transformation of present reality in the direction of a transcendent actuality- or as we 
United Methodists like to say: We are moving on towards perfection working for the 
transformation of the world, building the Kingdom of God in the here and now.

- We also recognize that faith is not linear nor should we put persons in boxes based on 
age, education, race, or social status- One of my favorite developmental theorists- 
Barbara Roghoff argues that we learn and grow in response to our culture- we learn 
things when we experience something being modeled, taught, and encouraged. If we are 
never encouraged o learn how to play the piano, or if we never witness someone or hear 
someone playing we are less likely to have the yearning to sit down and learn to play. 
This is important for faith formation as we ask- what are we modeling for persons in our 
congregation? What rituals and traditions are we teaching? How are we practicing the 
faith together. Modeling and Practicing the rituals and traditions of the faith are essential 
to faith development
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- So how do you do this work intentionally? How do you set up a pathway for discipleship, 
faith formation, or Christian Education? How do you know what and when to teach a 
discipline or practice?

- The best practice is via scope and sequence- a pathway that describes how you anticipate 
persons growing in their faith together in your context. 

- A Scope and Sequence answers the question: if an individual journeys with us from birth 
to death what do we want them to learn, experience, and practice along the way? It is a 
process that you lay out, a lesson plan of sorts, where you intentionally identify how you 
are inviting persons to experience and respond to God’s grace and love together. 

• Examples of Scope and Sequence

• Recommendation: Create an education committee and invite them to work on this with you. 

- Quick word about committees- it is important that you have either a person on your 
single board model that is the education representative- someone who understands 
theology and teaching methods and someone who is aware of what is being taught in 
your church. You need an advocate for education who can do the work of picking 
curriculum, training volunteers, and ensuring the safety policy is followed. In larger 
settings this can be done in a larger committee. More will be said about this later if there 
is time/interest

- Curriculum

• Role of Curriculum (Harris)

- Priestly (informed by the past)

- Prophetic (open to the future)

- Political (in touch with the realities inside and outside the church)

• Forms of Curriculum (Harris)

- Explicit: 

• what is intentionally presented

• what we say we are doing 

• Example: What you can see in a bulletin or newsletter
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• Questions to ask

- What does the bulletin say

- What do your bulletin boards say

- How many sight levels are dealt with

- Brochures and print material

- Website

- Implicit: patterns and procedures that frame the explicit curriculum

• theology

• doctrine

• tradition

• Our church bulletin says that we welcome children, implicit curriculum is ushers 
pointing families with children to the nursery, or persons turning around and shushing 
children in worship. 

- Null:

•  that which does not exist: content left out, procedures not used; issues never 
mentioned. 

• Leaving something out is not neutral. 

• Ex: our church budget – how we allocate our money. AKA We say we value education, 
but there is not a line item for education in the budget. If we continually refer to family 
as mothers and fathers- other types of families are the null curriculum- they are 
excluded in our language. 

• Types of Curriculum

- Lectionary

• 4 Weekly scriptures

• Ties to worship

• provides biblical continuity

- Experiential
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• Godly Play

• Rotation

• Spiritual Formation

- Lecture

• Adult Bible Studies

• Teacher

• Professor

- Media

• DVD

• Video series

• Expert teachers

- Discussion

• Current event

• Fellowship

• Coffee House

• Curriculum review

- Important that someone in your community with an understanding of Methodist theology 
reviews the curriculum. As a solo, senior, or associate pastor it is essential that you know 
what is being used and taught in your community

- Start with what you know about theology and teaching

- Review curriculum asking:

• what does this say about God?

• What does this say about the church?

• what does this say about the world?

• What does it say about the individual?
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• How does this curriculum teach? What senses does it require or which multiple 
intelligences does it utilize?

• CRC and Cokesbury: cokesbury.com

- Safety

• Safety is essential to our work in Education

• This is one of the first thing infants learn- is this safe is the question babies ask as they 
develop. Therefore I argue that just as safety is the foundation for human development it 
should also be the foundation for faith development. If persons do not feel safe in our faith 
communities it will be very hard for them to learn to trust God and others growing in 
Christian love.

• Therefore- We must all commit to doing the hard and holy work of creating a safe 
environment for all persons- this includes the vulnerable- children, youth, and vulnerable 
adults. One way we do this is through a safety policy. 

- Rio Texas Conference child, youth, and vulnerable adult safety policy: riotexas.org/safe

- Trusted con Confianza: Rio Texas Conference child, youth, and vulnerable adult ministry 
leader certification, riotexas.org/safesteps
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