
 
STATEMENT: 
One of our colleagues, the Reverend Moisés Yáñez called to our attention an important incident related to the US 
Border patrol’s detention of an undocumented 10-year old Mexican girl Rosa María Hernández with cerebral palsy, 
who is now in Immigration Customs Enforcement custody in San Antonio, Texas. 
This incident, like many others, once again, is calling us to respond as Christians and United Methodist to challenge 
the present administration’s lack of principles related to safeguarding Human Rights, especially when it comes to 
immigration enforcement procedures. 
 
“The United Methodist Church affirms the worth, dignity, and inherent value and rights of all persons regardless of 
their nationality or legal status.” The actions of Immigration and Customs Enforcement in detaining Rosa María 
Hernández, a 10-year-old girl with cerebral palsy, are a reprehensible violation of these rights and dignity. Rosa María 
was detained by US Customs and Border Patrol while on her way to the hospital for emergency gall bladder surgery. 
After her surgery, the Department of Homeland Security labeled 10-year-old Rosa María a dangerous threat, a 
priority for deportation, and placed her into the custody of the Office of Refugee Resettlement, despite her doctor’s 
orders that Rosa Maria be returned to her family. 
 
We vehemently oppose this action. “The United Methodist Church calls for an end to the arrests, detainment, and 
deportations of undocumented immigrants, including children, until a fair and comprehensive immigration reform 
is passed. The Church calls for the protection of family unity in immigrant justice. The Church also recognizes and 
supports the moral validity and power of sanctuary – the act of seeking safety and aid in times of distress. ICE itself 
recognizes the validity of this act with its “sensitive locations memo,” which states that ICE is to refrain from 
entering sensitive locations such as houses of worship, hospitals, schools, and courts of law”. The detention of Rosa 
María Hernández is gross transgression of ICE’s own policy, in addition to inhumane and indecent treatment of a 
child. We call for the release of Rosa María Hernández to her family, and for an end to such actions.” 
 
Our call as Christians is to challenge the abuses and violations against the poor and the oppressed, particularly those 
who are vulnerable, especially children and the mentally and physically challenged, even though we may not always 
succeed. 
 
Therefore, our response to this act of injustice and insensitivity by the Immigration and Custom Enforcement agency 
should be to call to accountability the organizations and individuals responsible for this act of human rights violation 
against a member of one of the most vulnerable populations in our midst, a child, and a mentally challenged human 
being. 
 
Therefore, we ask for the following actions: 

§ To call for the immediate change of all inhuman practices, and the implementation of detention protocols 
that are more consonant with caring practices and the spirit of family reunification principles outlined in the 
immigration statues of this country.  
 

§ To urge the US Congress to develop legislative initiatives on Immigration Reform, in order to avoid the 
constant repetition of questionable and unjust practices by the Immigration Customs Enforcement Agency. 

 
§ We encourage all of us to join, in whatever way we may be able, community efforts and actions designed 

to advocate for the prompt and just resolution, not only of this untenable immigration situation, but all 
human rights violations wherever they may take place.  

 
§ We ask for your prayers, for governments and people, as we continue to struggle to eliminate the factors, 

which seem to be responsible for the uprooting of millions of people worldwide, and ask God to have mercy 
on all of us as we journey together during these times of uncertainty, when the cycle of violence and 
vengeance seems to be emerging as the result of our indifference and lack of concern for our neighbor. 

    



As concerned pastors of the Gospel, we are asking individuals and organizations to join us in support of the 
principles and actions outlined in this document. This statement will be circulated and shared with Church and 
community networks who are working for just and humane policies and enforcement procedures by the United 
States Government. If you support this effort, please add your name and it will be included with others who are 
expressing support. 
 
(Citations in this document are from Resolution #3281 of the 2016 Book of Resolutions of the United Methodist Church, and a statement issued by the Board 
of Church and Society on Oct 31,2007)  
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